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                                          2016 Summer Newsletter 

 

 

April 27th the women of the Crowded Closet management team went to Sug-
ar Creek Mennonite Church for the Ladies Salad Supper. Having been asked 
to provide some entertainment for the evening, we presented . . . “The Price is 
Right, Crowded Closet edition.”  We had a lively game in which contestants 
were called to the front to guess the price on items brought from the Crowded 
Closet.  Betsy and Neera were the Vanna Whites of the game show showing 
off the merchandise in their stylish outfits.  Christine and Bailey were the col-
orful hosts using descriptive language to describe every item.  Contestants 
guessed the price of an item to the nearest dollar without going over.  Items 
included a Chinese tea set, a silver serving bowl with set of cups, a diamond 
ring, wall art.  If they were the closest they moved on to games which had 
them race to roll fabric and place items in order of value. In the final round 
they had to open a suitcase and quickly dress two girls (to replace the two 
mannequins we had forgotten!).  The first one done won the grand 
prize.  Marlene Leichty won the final “showcase” along with a gift certificate 
to Crowded Closet.  

Volunteer Coordinator, Christine Maust Beachy, 
shared with the group ways in which you can volun-
teer and stories of volunteer experiences at Crowded 
Closet.  Christine’s motivational talk and southern 
charm is enough to attract anyone to work at the 
store!  

The Crowded Closet quilt was displayed for everyone 
to see it up close. Bright spring plants were displayed 
throughout the room and a beautiful and delicious buf-

fet of salads and desserts were shared 
with the women who attended.  

Thank you to everyone who had a part 
in this program and for the warm wel-
come we received from Sugar Creek 

Mennonite Church.  

 

 

Phone: 319-337-5924 

Website:   

      crowdedcloset.org 

Emails: 

Volunteers:  

  crowdedcloset.volunteer@gmail.com 

Donations: 

  crowdedcloset.donation@gmail.com 

Retail/Gift:  

   crowdedcloset.ic@gmail.com 

Administration: 

  crowdedcloset.gm@gmail.com 
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Employment Opportunity: 
   Receiving Coordinator 
 
Volunteer opportunities: 
  Online Book Sales 
  Receptionist and Greeter 
  Receiving & Sorting Donations 
  Retail Floor Assistant 
  Furniture Pricing & Stocking 
   

E R     
                                                           

    Check us out on : 
 

 @ thecrowdedclosetthriftstore 

The Price is Right at Sugar Creek  

 The mission of Crowded 
Closet is to share God’s love 

and compassion by supporting 
Mennonite Central Committee 

and local relief agencies 
through the sale of donated 

and fair-trade items. 
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CC Boutique 

Crowded Closet, changing lives locally and around the world 

 

The vision for a Boutique at 
Crowded Closet grew out of our 
April MCC conference.  Staged 
close to the front door, the Bou-
tique provides a great place to 
display better quality clothing, 

shoes, and jewelry.  A big thanks 
to Ramona Miller for helping to 

carry out this vision.    

Gathering Brings Founders Together 
The Crowded Closet staff hosted a gathering for the long-
time-ago-volunteers at the Pleasantview Friendship Cen-
ter.  Those of us who served in those early years, begin-
ning in 1978, gathered around their festive tables.  We 
shared elegant cookies, cupcakes, tea and many memo-
ries.   
 
Marlene Leichty read the names of eighty five early vol-
unteers who are no long living.  Our early managers,  
ninety three year old Miriam Yoder and  ninety three year 
old Pearl Miller were present.  
 
In those early years we recycled used yarn, double knit, 
bread wrappers, and remodeled-outmoded clothes. 
 
We all enjoyed the warm hospitality in this tea party. 
Decades ago we could have hardly foreseen our current 
store, the huge volume of donations, and the need for 
paid staff.  God works in mysterious ways.  Blessings to 
all who make it possible.                  
                                                                  
Eleanor Yoder, 
Member of Crowded Closet’s 1st executive board 

Miriam Yoder & Eleanor Yoder 

Attention Up-cyclers 
Get started on your pro-
jects for our annual up-
cycle contest.  Watch for 
details on our face book 
and web page.  
Projects are due 
October 3rd, 
winners will be 
announced on 
October 7th. 
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Crowded Closet plays a significant role in the annual Iowa Mennonite Re-
lief Sale. Beginning in January CC volunteers in various departments begin 
collecting and holding items to be sold at the Relief Sale. These areas in-
clude books; quilting supplies and fabric for quilter’s corner; small quilts, 
quilted wall hangings, and table runners for the silent auction; handcrafted, 
knitted, and crocheted items; and new or gently-used children’s toys. These 
items added over $7,000 to the Sale totals. 
 
We appreciate working with Crowded Closet to promote the efforts of 
MCC. Everyone is welcome to attend the Relief Sale’s annual meeting to 
hear final reports and approve the Sale’s donation to MCC. The meeting 
will be held August 3, 7 p.m., at Kalona Mennonite Church. With Sale pro-
ceeds of nearly $180,000, we look forward to sending a large portion to fur-
ther MCC’s mission throughout the world. Thank you for your help. 
 

 
Susan Gingerich and Jim Yoder,  

Iowa Mennonite Relief Sale co-chairs 

Crowded Closet takes part in MCC Regional Sale 

This summer two members of the Crowded Closet community are conclud-
ing their service with us: 
 
Miigun Rotary has served with us on a part-time basis since 2014, as she 
pursued a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing from the Iowa 
Writer’s Workshop.  We congratulate Miigun on this elite accomplishment. 
We will miss Miigun’s energy and fun spirit.  She works hard in pre-sort, 
spreading joy while facing the challenge of donations that create a mountain 
of clothes.  Miigun will be with us through July 23, before returning to her 
home in Detroit.   

Quilt knotting 

Auction Mate-

This year Crowded Closet volunteers 
wore this sticker to show that they  
serve at Crowded Closet.  

Farewell to Neera & Miigun 

Neera Ghising Tamang found her way to Crowded Closet through MCC’s IVEP (International Exchange Program) 
last August and returns home this month.  This was a new experience for her and Crowded Closet, and we have all 
been enriched by this relationship.  Neera has spoken of wanting to take her knowledge and experiences here to start 
a thrift shop in Nepal.  Though Neera served at Crowded Closet, her presence was felt throughout the community at 
many private and social functions.  

Miigun & Neera 
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Crowded Closet proudly suppor ts Mennonite Central Committee.  MCC is a glob-

al, nonprofit organization that strives to share God’s love and compassion for all 

through relief, development and peace.  MCC is an Anabaptist organization striving to 

make peace a part of everything they do.  When responding to disasters MCC works 

with local groups to distribute resources in ways that minimize conflict.  In develop-

ment work they plan with community and church groups to make sure the projects 

meet their needs.  MCC advocates for policies that will lead to a more peaceful world.   

 

 

1213 Gilbert Court 

Iowa City, IA  52240 
 

Phone:  319-337-5924 

Email:  crowdedcloset.gm@gmail.com 

Groups Serve Together 

We were grateful for help from the youth of St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church of Iowa City. 

 

Crowded Closet Board of Directors: 

Roger Farmer, Board Chair 

Donna Yoder, Vice Chair 

Vi Graber, Secretary 

Fred Gingerich, Treasurer 

Jane Schlabaugh 

Bob Cumings 

Sherry Schrock 

Help in Presort  

Gerald and Kathy Yoder’s grand-

children, Logan, Brooke and Ad-
dison find a mountain to climb at 
Crowded Closet. 

This time of year the donation 

pile can get very large, and we 
are very thankful to our all our 
volunteers who help us to keep 
up with the pile.   

 

 

Ready to volunteer?   
Contact Christine, 

 Volunteer Coordinator  
at 319-337-5924 
 or email her at  

crowdedcloset.volunteer@gmail.com. 

Shelby Roth of First Mennonite Church led the 
Knight Riders in an afternoon of service. 


